
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
October 25, 2022

7:30 PM

I hereby notify that at twelve noon today, October 19, 2022, the following items of business

have been filed with this office and will be acted upon at the Regular Meeting of the City

Council in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, Tuesday evening October 25, 2022 at seven-

thirty o’clock according to Section 8, Rules and Orders of the City Council.

This meeting can be viewed live on the Northern Berkshire Community Television station and

will be posted to their website as soon as possible.

Joshua Vallieres

City Clerk

AGENDA

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

October 25, 2022

Roll Call

Moment of Silent Remembrance

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes- September 13, 2022 and September 27, 2022

Hearing of Visitors on Agenda

Old Business

9,513-3 1 An ordinance to amend Chapter 7 of the Revised Ordinances, entitled Department
of Public Services, Section 7-11 regarding the change of permit price.

11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams
regarding the various fees established in the City Code.



New Business

8,717-41 Mayor’s Communication #99 setting the date and time for a tax classification
public hearing.

12,153-1 Communication from City Clerk Vallieres requesting to allow the Police Chief and
City Clerk the responsibility to assign police officers to the polling place on
Election Day.

12,179 Mayor’s Communication #100 submitting an order to accept the sale of land on
River Street, Map 81, Lots 21 & 21A.

12,179 An Order accepting the sale of land on River Street, Map 81, Lots 21 & 21A.

12,180 Mayor’s Communication #101 submitting an order to accept the sale of land on
Front Street, Map 107, Lot 37.

12,180 An Order accepting the sale of land on Front Street, Map 107, Lot 37.

12,181 Mayor’s Communication #102 submitting an order to accept the sale of land on
River Street, Map 81, Lot 60.

12,181 An Order accepting the sale of land on River Street, Map 81, Lot 60.

12,182 Mayor’s Communication #103 submitting an order to accept the sale of land on
Bracewell Avenue, Map 80, Lot 68.

12,182 An Order accepting the sale of land on Bracewell Avenue, Map 80, Lot 68.

12.183 Mayor’s Communication #104 submitting an order to accept the sale of land on
Harris Street, Map 81, Lot 163

12,183 An Order accepting the sale of land on Harris Street, Map 81, Lot 163.

12,184 Mayor’s Communication #105 submitting an order to accept the sale of land on
Harris Street, Map 81. Lot 164. -

12,1 84 An Order accepting the sale of land on Harris Street, Map 81. Lot 164.

12,185 Mayor’s Communication #106 submitting an order to borrow $500,000 for the
City’s share of a feasibility study regarding Hoosic River Flood Control.

12,185 An Order borrowing $500,000 for the City’s share of a feasibility study regarding
Hoosic River Flood Control.

12,186 Mayor’s Communication #107 seeking confirmation of the list of election wardens
and inspectors for the term of September 1, 2022 through August 31, 2023.

12,187 Petition from National Grid to hold a Public Hearing for a pole location on South
State Street.



OPEN FORUM

MAYOR’S UPDATES

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MINUTES
LIAISON UPDATES AND COUNCI [OR CONCERNS

CORRESPONDENCE

ADJOURNMENT



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETFS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

99 Tax Classification Public Hearing October 25, 2022

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

Pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 59, §2A (b), I request that the North Adams City
Council conduct a public tax classification hearing on Wednesday, November 9, 2022, at 7:30
p.m. in the Council Chamber.

The purpose of the hearing will be to consider the percentages of the local tax levy to be
allocated to each class of real estate and personal property within the City of North Adams for
Fiscal Year 2023.

Respectfully submitted,

/TW
Jennifer A!-M’acksey
Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSEFS

Board of Assessors

October 14, 2022

To: Mayor Jennifer Macksey

From: Jessica Lincourt, Board of Assessors

Re: Fiscal Year 2023 Tax Classification Hearing

The state Commissioner of Revenue has determined that the locally assessed values of real and
personal property in North Adams represent full and fair cash valuation as of January 1, 2022,
for fiscal year 2023, and that these proposed property assessments satisfy the minimum
requirements for certification.

The Commissioner further certifies that all real property has been classified according to its use
as of January 1, 2022 as required by Chapter 59, § 2A (b).

The community must now hold a public hearing on the issue of selecting a residential factor,
which will determine the percentages of the tax obligation allocated to each class of property for
fiscal year 2023.

As in prior years, the members of the Board of Assessors request that you promote public
understanding and discussion of the options available to the City with regard to allocating the tax
obligation among major property classes. The City Council, with the approval of the mayor, may
elect a factor greater than the minimum residential factor, or a factor of “1” which will result in a
uniform allocation of the tax burden among all classes of property. In addition, they have options
to grant an open space discount, residential exemption, and small commercial exemption.

Based on the above, I respectfully request that you submit a communication to the City Council
at their October 25, 2022, meeting requesting that a tax classification hearing be held during the
Wednesday, November 9, 2022, City Council meeting.



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

100 Abutters Sale - Release Deed for Sale of Land on River October 25, 2022
Street, Map 81, Lots 21 &2 I A

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

The City of North Adams, acting through the Office of the Assessor, established an abutter lot
program as a mechanism to sell City-owned vacant lots to property owners with a home or
structure directly abutting the parcel. The goal of this program is to improve neighborhoods by
selling otherwise unused parcels to abutters who will maintain these properties and return them
to the City tax roll.

Among the properties offered to abutters through this program, and recommended for sale, is the
parcel designated as Map 81 Lots 21 &2 1 A (River Street), abutting the property of John and
Susan Gaskell at 363 River Street.

An order accepting this sale of land accompanies this communication. I request its adoption by
the Council as presented.

Respectfully submitted,

0.JL
Jennifer A.Macksey
Mayor



of urttj tm
Jn Iit Qouncil

October 25, 2022

Whereas, the City of North Adams acquired title to vacant land in North Adams, Massachusetts
containing approximately 14,200 square feet identified as River Street, designated as Map 81
Lots 21 &2 1 A (River Street) (hereinafter “the property”) through deed transfer from Housing
Opportunities Inc.; and

Whereas, the City Assessor determined that the property is not needed for general municipal
purposes; and

Whereas, the Assessor’s Office invited abutters to submit applications for the purchase and
redevelopment of the property pursuant to the abutter lots sales program for consideration of
$1,420 (10 cents per square foot); and

Whereas, the application submitted by John and Susan Gaskell, owners of the abutting property
located at 363 River Street, was accepted by the abutter lot sale program committee; and

Whereas, John and Susan Gaskell propose to use the property as a side yard.

Now, therefore, it is ordered, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized in the name of and on
behalf of the City of North Adams to execute and deliver a release deed to John and Susan
Gaskell to transfer the title to River Street, Map 81 Lots 21 &2 1 A for consideration of one
thouand-four hundred twenty dollars ($1,420).

rbereb:



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

101 Abutters Sale - Release Deed for Sale of Land on Front October 25, 2022
Street, Map 107, Lot 37

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

The City of North Adams, acting through the Office of the Assessor, established an abutter lot
program as a mechanism to sell City-owned vacant lots to property owners with a home or
structure directly abutting the parcel. The goal of this program is to improve neighborhoods by
selling otherwise unused parcels to abutters who will maintain these properties and return them
to the City tax roll.

Among the properties offered to abutters through this program, and recommended for sale, is the
parcel designated as Map 107 Lot 37 (Front Street), abutting the property of Elizabeth Mitchell
of 44 Front Street.

An order accepting this sale of land accompanies this communication. I request its adoption by
the Council as presented.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer A. acksey
Mayor



Qlit if nrt1i um
Jn IIt Qlouncil

..Q.tob.er...2.5.,..2022.

Whereas, the City of North Adams acquired title to vacant land in North Adams, Massachusetts
containing approximately 2,657 square feet identified as Front Street, designated as Map 107
Lot 37 (Front Street) (hereinafter “the property”) through deed transfer from Ray G. White; and

Whereas, the City Assessor determined that the property is not needed for general municipal
purposes; and

Whereas, the Assessor’s Office invited abutters to submit applications for the purchase and
redevelopment of the property pursuant to the abutter lots sales program for consideration of
$266.00 (10 cents per square foot); and

Whereas, the application submitted by Elizabeth Mitchell, owner of the abutting property
located at 44 Front Street, was accepted by the abutter lot sale program committee; and

Whereas, Elizabeth Mitchell proposes to use the property as a side yard and for parking.

Now, therefore, it is ordered, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized in the name of and on
behalf of the City of North Adams to execute and deliver a release deed to Elizabeth Mitchell to
transfer the title to Front Street, Map 107 Lot 37 for consideration of two hundered sixty-six
dollars ($266).



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

102 Abutters Sale - Release Deed for Sale of Land on River October 25, 2022
Street, Map 81, Lot 60

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

The City of North Adams, acting through the Office of the Assessor, established an abutter lot
program as a mechanism to sell City-owned vacant lots to property owners with a home or
structure directly abutting the parcel. The goal of this program is to improve neighborhoods by
selling otherwise unused parcels to abutters who will maintain these properties and return them
to the City tax roll.

Among the properties offered to abutters through this program, and recommended for sale, is the
parcel designated as Map 81 Lot 60 (River Street), abutting the property of Alyssa Sporbert of 18
Temple Street.

An order accepting this sale of land accompanies this communication. I request its adoption by
the Council as presented.

Respectfully submitted,

etç-f Oi7b 2LL/J>-
Jennifer PL-Macksey
Mayor



QIH f krt{
c3Jn QIit Iuuncil

October 25. 2022

Whereas, the City of North Adams acquired title to vacant land in North Adams, Massachusetts
containing approximately 3,267 square feet identified as River Street, designated as Map 81 Lot
60 (River Street) (hereinafter “the property”) through deed transfer from Housing Opportunities
mc; and

Whereas, the City Assessor determined that the property is not needed for general municipal
purposes; and

Whereas, the Assessor’s Office invited abutters to submit applications for the purchase and
redevelopment of the property pursuant to the abutter lots sales program for consideration of
$327 (10 cents per square foot); and

Whereas, the application submitted by Alyssa Sporbert, owner of the abutting property located
at 18 Temple Street, was accepted by the abutter lot sale program committee; and

Whereas, Alyssa Sporbert proposes to use the property as a side yard and for parking.

Now, therefore, it is ordered, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized in the name of and on
behalf of the City of North Adams to execute and deliver a release deed to Alyssa Sporbert to
transfer the title to River Street, Map 81 Lot 60 for consideration of three hundred twenty -seven
dollars ($327).



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

r5ommunication # Subject Date

103 Abutters Sale Release Deed for Sale of Land on October 25, 2022
Bracewell Street, Map 80, Lot 68

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

The City of North Adams, acting through the Office of the Assessor, established an abutter lot
program as a mechanism to sell City-owned vacant lots to property owners with a home or
structure directly abutting the parcel. The goal of this program is to improve neighborhoods by
selling otherwise unused parcels to abutters who will maintain these properties and return them
to the City tax roll.

Among the properties offered to abutters through this program, and recommended for sale, is the
parcel designated as Map 80 Lot 68 (Bracewell Avenue), abutting the property of Mark Moulton,
owner of 125-127 River Street.

An order accepting this sale of land accompanies this communication. I request its adoption by
the Council as presented.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer P-fIacksey
Mayor



of ‘ortt btm
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October 25, 2022

Whereas, the City of North Adams acquired title to vacant land in North Adams, Massachusetts
containing approximately 5,227 square feet identified as Bracewell Avenue, designated as Map
80 Lot 68 (Bracewell Avenue) (hereinafter “the property”) through deed transfer from Housing
Opportunities Inc.; and

Whereas, the City Assessor determined that the property is not needed for general municipal
purposes; and

Whereas, the Assessor’s Office invited abutters to submit applications for the purchase and
redevelopment of the property pursuant to the abutter lots sales program for consideration of
$523 (10 cents per square foot); and

Whereas, the application submitted by Mark Moulton, owner of the abutting property located at
125-127 River Street, was accepted by the abutter lot sale program committee; and

Whereas, Mark Moulton proposes to use the property as a side yard with small shed and for
parking.

Now, therefore, it is ordered, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized in the name of and on
behalf of the City of North Adams to execute and deliver a release deed to Mark Moulton to
transfer the title to Bracewell Avenue, Map 80 Lot 68 for consideration of five hundred and
twenty-three dollars ($523).



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

104 Abutters Sale - Release Deed for Sale of Land on Harris October 25, 2022
Street, Map 81, Lot 163

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

The City of North Adams, acting through the Office of the Assessor, established an abutter lot
program as a mechanism to sell City-owned vacant lots to property owners with a home or
structure directly abutting the parcel. The goal of this program is to improve neighborhoods by
selling otherwise unused parcels to abutters who will maintain these properties and return them
to the City tax roll.

Among the properties offered to abutters through this program, and recommended for sale, is the
parcel designated as Map 81 Lot 163 (Harris Street), abutting the property of Stephen and
Courtney Bopp, owners of 59-61 Hathaway Street.

An order accepting this sale of land accompanies this communication. I request its adoption by
the Council as presented.

Respectfully submitted,

LL&-/ C?
Jennifer AtIIacksey
Mayor



IH of ortt um
Jn QIit QIiunci1

October 25, 2022

Whereas, the City of North Adams acquired title to vacant land in North Adams, Massachusetts
containing approximately 2,265 square feet identified as Harris Street, designated as Map 81 Lot
163 (Harris Street) (hereinafter “the property”) through tax title foreclosure proceedings in land
court; and

Whereas, the City Assessor determined that the property is not needed for general municipal
purposes; and

Whereas, the Assessor’s Office invited abutters to submit applications for the purchase and
redevelopment of the property pursuant to the abutter lots sales program for consideration of
$227 (10 cents per square foot); and

Whereas, the application submitted by Stephen and Courtney Bopp, owners of the abutting
property located at 59-61 Hathaway Street, was accepted by the abutter lot sale program
committee; and

Whereas, Stephen and Courtney Bopp propose to use the property as a side yard.

Now, therefore, it is ordered, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized in the name of and on
behalf of the City of North Adams to execute and deliver a release deed to Stephen and Courtney
Bopp to transfer the title to Harris Street, Map 81 Lot 163 for consideration of two hundred
twenty-seven dollars ($227).



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Lmmunication # Subject Date

105 Abutters Sale - Release Deed for Sale of Land on Harris October 25, 2022
Street, Map 81, Lot 164

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

The City of North Adams, acting through the Office of the Assessor, established an abutter lot
program as a mechanism to sell City-owned vacant lots to property owners with a home or
structure directly abutting the parcel. The goal of this program is to improve neighborhoods by
selling otherwise unused parcels to abutters who will maintain these properties and return them
to the City tax roll.

Among the properties offered to abutters through this program, and recommended for sale, is the
parcel designated as Map 81 Lot 164 (Harris Street), abutting the property of Stephen and
Courtney Bopp, owners of 59-6 1 Hathaway Street.

An order accepting this sale of land accompanies this communication. I request its adoption by
the Council as presented.

Respectfully submitted,

0 iTht
Jennifer X lvlacksey C1
Mayor



IIg of ‘ort1i
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October 25. 2022

Whereas, the City of North Adams acquired title to vacant land in North Adams, Massachusetts
containing approximately 3,136 square feet identified as Harris Street, designated as Map 81 Lot
164 (Harris Street) (hereinafter “the property”) through tax title foreclosure proceedings in land
court; and

Whereas, the City Assessor determined that the property is not needed for general municipal
purposes; and

Whereas, the Assessor’s Office invited abutters to submit applications for the purchase and
redevelopment of the property pursuant to the abutter lots sales program for consideration of
$314 (10 cents per square foot); and

Whereas, the application submitted by Stephen and Courtney Bopp, owners of the abutting
property located at 59-61 Hathaway Street, was accepted by the abutter lot sale program
committee; and

Whereas, Stephen and Courtney Bopp propose to use the property as a side yard.

Now, therefore, it is ordered, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized in the name of and on
behalf of the City of North Adams to execute and deliver a release deed to Stephen and Courtney
Bopp to transfer the title to Harris Street, Map 81 Lot 164 for consideration of three hundred
fourteen dollars ($314).



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

106 $500,000 Borrowing Order — Hoosic River Flood October 25, 2022
Control

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Enclosed please find a borrowing order for appropriation of $500,000 for City’s share of a
proposed $3 million feasibility study with the Corps of Engineers. This appropriation along with
a $lmillion state bond authorization sponsored by the State delegation members will be used as a
required match of $1.5 million in non-federal dollars for this project. We are hopeful that the
addition funding of $1.5 million needed for this project will be funded in federal dollars.

Additionally, I would like to have Judy Grinnell from the Hoosic River Revitalization give a
brief presentation about the progress of the project at your November 9, 2022, council meeting.

I respectfully request adoption of this order as presented.

Respectfully submitted,

a
Jennifer A.fyIàcksey
Mayor



1It f urIti
in QIit Iouncil

October 25. 2022

That the sum of Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) be and is hereby appropriated to pay the
costs associated with a feasibility and/or engineering study associated with the Hoosic River flood control
system project located in the City, and for the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto, and that
to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said
amoant under and pursuant to Section 7(7) of Chapter 44 of the General Laws, or pursuant to any other
enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor; or to take any other action relative
thereto.

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that the Treasurer is authorized to file an application with the
appropriate officials of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts (“Commonwealth”) to qualify under
Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all bonds of the City to be issued pursuant to this Order, and to
provide such information and execute such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may

rert:

require.



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETFS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

107 Appointment of Election Wardens and Inspectors October 25, 2022

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

At the recommendation of the City Clerk, I present for your consideration the attached list of
individuals for appointment as election wardens and inspectors, respectively. The term of service of
these election workers and inspectors will be from September 1, 2022, through August 31, 2023.
This list is in addition to the list presented at the August 23, 2022, meeting.

I request Council confirmation of these appointments as presented.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer A. Macksey U
Mayor



INDIVIDUALS RECOMMENDED FOR APPOINTMENT AS ELECTION WARDENS AND INSPECTORS FOR
THE CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS, FOR A TERM FROM SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 THROUGH

AUGUST 31, 2023.
ioAnn Bates 220 Kemp Avenue
Brenda Burdick 12 Spencer Road
Lawrence Burdick 12 Spencer Road
Sonia Domkarova 64 Fredrick Street
Andrew Fitch 20 East Quincy Street
Angie Gonzalez 36 Williams Street
Gregory Mitchell 67 Summit Avenue
Dianne Morrissey 93 Meadow Street
Cynthia Rougeau 518 West Main Street
Teresa Shephard 84 Marion Avenue
Cynthia Vadnais 83 Bradley Street
William Wise 46 Brickyard Court


